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On-going PhD Research


Proving claims of asylum seekers: measuring knowledge of people and places (T. van Veldhuizen).

This research concerns credibility assessment in the European asylum procedure. The central research question focuses on
how best immigration services can assess whether asylum seekers are veracious about their identity, origin, and past
experiences when other evidence for their claims is lacking. The main focus is on methods of questioning and the possibilities
and limitations of human memory.


Regulating and reporting in eyewitness memory: Failing to retrieve or failing to report? (A. Clark)

This research is concerned with the consequences of nonbelieved memories, and their relationship with memory omissions,
testing the hypothesis that undermining people’s belief will result in them developing a nonbelieved memory (which will be
withheld in subsequent memory tests). This research will further our understanding of eyewitness memory.


Social cognition and metamemory (J. Rechdan)

This research seeks to explain the effects of social influence manipulations on metacognitive monitoring and control
processes in eyewitness reports through the Revised Dual Criterion Model (Ackerman & Goldsmith, 2008), examining
potential changes in the amount and degree of detail provided by eyewitnesses, as well as their reported level of confidence in
their recollections, as influenced by social comparison, conformity, and the introduction of misinformation by social means.


Are children really the poorer eyewitnesses? An analysis of counter intuitive developmental trends in
eyewitness identifications, memory and suggestibility (N. Brackmann)

Many professionals believe that children’s eyewitness accounts are inferior to statements made by adults. This research
project challenges these sometimes unfounded assumptions by looking at memory processes that may undergo a counter
intuitive developmental trend. Under forensically relevant conditions, children can provide accurate and exhaustive memory
reports and sometimes children might be even less prone to memory distortions and erroneous witness reports than adults.


Tactical aspects of the SUE technique: The effect of tactical disclosure of evidence on suspects’ counter
interrogation strategies (S. Tekin)

This research focuses on suspects’ counter-interrogation strategies as one of the factors that determine the amount of
information they disclose in an interview. By using the Strategic Use of Evidence (SUE) technique, we aim to examine to what
extent it is possible to alter liars’ strategies (from a less to a more forthcoming strategy) and elicit new information.


Eyewitness identification in the case of multiple perpetrator crimes (N. Tupper)

Despite the fact that a large number of violent crimes are committed by multiple perpetrators, and that the rising rate of
those crimes is a global phenomenon, little is known about eyewitness identification in the context of multiple perpetrator
crimes. This research examines the memory and decision processes of eyewitnesses making multiple identifications, as well
as perceptions and practices of officials that administer such identifications.


Separating genuine threats from bluffs (R. Geurts)

This research examines i) whether ‘bluffers’ and genuine ‘threateners’ avail of different cognitive processes when thinking or
speaking about their threat and ii) whether these differences can be elicited during interviews with those who make threats.


In(Consistencies) as a cue to deceit (H. Deeb)

This research examines the extent to which inducing cognitive load on interviewees elicits cues to deception. Under such
load, liars cannot rehearse their responses, and their consistency across multiple interviews diminishes. This research also
investigates whether liars attempt to use countermeasures against these cognitive interviewing techniques.
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